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tion of Venizelos. He left that to his minister in
Athens. The King was unable to understand what
Venizelos and his partisans wanted, beyond getting back
into power. Greece could not continue indefinitely
playing a double game, supporting Italian policy and
at the same time professing friendship for Jugoslavia.
And she xnust forget her furious enmity towards the
Bulgars and the Turks, History could not be rewritten
for the benefit of the Greeks. Fortunately the premier
Maximos was in favour of the pact, though he wished
assurance that it did not mean conflict with Italy. The
Jugoslavs pointed out that on the contrary it implied
insurance against a conflict with Italy, If Italy had the
Balkan powers divided her intrigue for expansion at
their expense would be facilitated. But if the Balkan
powers stood together the Italians would be frightened.
Mussolini made much noise in 1933, but he was not so
brave at that time as he became after the Abyssinian
conquest and alliance with Germany,

Alexander meditated involving Albania in his pact,

but to quiet Greek apprehension he moved cautiously.

He gave the Albanians secret assurance that Jugoslavia

renounced for ever any claim to Albanian territory and

allowed it to be known that he desired to see Albania

free and independent.   The Italian protectorate over

Albania was a thorn in the Balkan flesh, but it was also

galling to the Albanians, who were ever restive under

Italian  control   Albania  was   a   potential  base for

military operations in case of an Italian war.   The

danger impelled Alexander to  seek friendship with

Bulgaria.   Because if the Italians could reckon upon a

simultaneous attack from Macedonia and Albania, the

whole of southern Serbia might be lost as well as part

of the Dalmatian shore.

The Balkan Pact was signed at Athens on the zyth
November, 1933, and simultaneously at Belgrade by
Ruzhdy Aras on the part of Turkey. Bulgaria still
delayed action.